
 
 
 

The 7 Hidden Costs When Getting Married 
in Malta and How to Avoid Them 
 

 
 
Welcome to guide “The 7 Hidden Costs of Getting Married in Malta and How 
to Avoid Them.” I’m so thrilled to share my insider secrets with you, which I 
hope will save you hundreds or thousands in unnecessary wedding costs so 
that you can stay on budget and splurge in the areas you really care about. 
 
Before I begin with my first hidden cost, let me take a quick moment to say 
“hello!” and introduce myself.  
 
 
I’m Martina Selvagi, the founder and certified Wedding Planner with iDo  
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Weddings Malta. Much like you, I started my journey as a destination bride 
planning her Malta wedding from afar. I was filled with high hopes and 
endless ideas. I even had a career in event planning and hospitality.  
 
But I struggled to get my wedding the exact way I wanted because I lacked 
the local knowledge and resources. As a result, I had to compromise on more 
than I wanted and I ended up spending money on unnecessary charges and 
fees. 
 
Today, as a certified planner, I’ve made it my mission to help other couples 
avoid those extra costs and pitfalls so they can have the tailor made wedding 
they dream of, without spending more than is necessary. I hope you’ll find 
my insights as valuable as I believe they would have been if I’d known them 
when I got married. 
 
Enjoy!  
Martina Selvagi  
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TIP #1: VENUE HIDDEN COSTS 
 

 
 
The first of the 7 hidden costs you may want to be aware of will occur at the 
wedding venue. The more educated you are, the better your questions will 
be and the more carefully you can review your contracts prior to committing. 
 
1.​ Overtime charges 

 
Most venues allocate a certain amount of time for each event. This helps 
them budget accordingly, since they will be paying their employees by the 
hour. They also may have other bookings to consider and be available for. 
Thus, if you go over the specified time frame, you may be subjected to 
over-time charges. Typically, the base price includes 4-5 hours of service. 
 
2.​ The cost of exclusivity 

 
If you prefer to have complete privacy at your wedding, then you may need 
to request exclusive use of the venue.  
 
This prevents the venue from booking other events on the same day or at the 
same time as yours. In this case, be prepared for some unexpected charges.  
 
 
First, the venue will likely require you to commit to a minimum number of 
guests. If you fall short of that number, they will still bill you for the minimum 
guest count or institute a consumption fee. Thus, you will either pay a flat 
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“consumption” fee or pay the standard per person food and beverage fees 
for the number of guests they require as a minimum head count, rather than 
the number of guests that are actually present at your wedding. 
 
Second, the venue may institute a rental fee policy since they will be unable 
to book other events at the same time as yours. This covers their financial 
losses of having to turn away business in order to give you complete 
exclusivity. 
 
How Much It Costs 
 
The fees depend entirely on the venue and the number of guests involved, 
but here are some general estimates to help you get an idea of what to 
expect: 
 

●​ Overtime fees will range from 450-750 €/hour 
●​ Minimum exclusivity consumption fees range from 3000 € - 10000+ € 
●​ Set up charges can be from 6 €/person - 15 €/person 

 
 
How to Avoid It 
 
Some of these charges may fully be worth it to you, if privacy and high 
attentiveness is a high priority for you. However, if you’re looking to avoid 
these charges, my recommendation is to read your venue agreement 
carefully and ask about these specific expenses when you receive a proposal 
from the venue.  
 
By being aware of additional charges and fees, you have the power to choose 
a venue that fits your budget, including all applicable fees, so there are no  
surprises. 
 
Our clients are always prepared with the exact questions to ask a venue 
before signing an agreement and know all the pros and cons of the finest 
wedding venues in Malta because we reveal all our insider secrets to them. 
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TIP #2: WEDDING PLANNING HIDDEN COSTS 
 

 
 
The charges listed in this tip can be incurred through an independent 
wedding planner and/or through the venue’s own event coordinator assigned 
to your wedding.  
 
1.​ The cost of inexperience 
 
Wedding planners that are new to their craft and have a lack of experience 
may not feel confident charging fees equal to the responsibility and work 
they are actually required to do. As a result, they slash their fees to attract 
more clients. While it’s always nice to get a good deal when you can, in this 
case, you may just get what you pay for.  
 
An inexperienced wedding planner can result in a disastrous experience for 
you and your guests. Novice planners simply don’t  
have the experience and perspective to anticipate issues or recover quickly 
from setbacks, which can result in chaos and disappointments. 
 
They also may not have the skillset to assist you in staying within your budget 
or negotiating fair terms with other vendors. 
In the end, the low fees they quoted you end up costing you even more in 
other unforeseen areas.  
 
2.​ Built-in mark-ups 
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While there is absolutely nothing wrong with trying to stay on-budget, 
sometimes pricing that seems too good to be true, actually is. Many local 
wedding planners, in attempt to attract more business, offer low service fees 
up front and make all their income by marking up supplier fees through the 
other vendors they hire for your event. 
 
In other words, they entice you with low planning fees, but end up costing 
you a great deal more through hidden mark-ups added onto other vendors’ 
fees. 
The same goes for many venues that have in-house wedding coordinators. 
Because the venue needs to find ways to cover the salary of their internal 
coordinator, they will often mark up the prices of third-party services and 
supplies in order to compensate for this expense.  
 
In the end, you are the one paying for the cost of having a venue coordinator, 
not the venue. 
 
How Much It Costs 
 
It depends on the basic price a coordinator or planner charges,  
but added fees can accumulate from a few hundred to a few thousands 
euros or dollars. 
 
How to Avoid It 
 
Ask your wedding planer or venue coordinator if they are willing to add a 
legal clause in the agreement that will guarantee you full transparency of the 
prices of individual third-party vendors they book on your behalf. 
 
At Wed Our Way, we are certainly on an island in this regard. We never 
mark-up any third-party services or tack on additional hidden fees because 
we believe in honesty and integrity. Our clients enjoy full transparency in true 
costs when working with us. 
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TIP #3: CEREMONY HIDDEN COSTS 
 

 
 
Believe it or not, even the church and/or celebrant you select may come with 
some discreetly hidden costs. The more educated you are about them, the 
better you can budget in advance. 
 
1.​ Required church donations 

 
Most churches and other religious organizations will kindly ask for a 
minimum donation to host your wedding. Naturally, this assists the church in 
covering administration and utility costs associated with the use of the 
church’s facility and staff for your ceremony. 
 
2.​ Transportation for the celebrant 

 
If you are having your ceremony off property, then the priest or celebrant 
may require compensation for any travel costs incurred.  
 
This will likely not be listed as an administrative fee of the church or public 
registry, but will be an additional charge. 
 
How Much It Costs 
 
In Malta, standard church donations for wedding ceremonies are typically 
50-250 € and transportation for the celebrant or priest will range from 
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95/100 €. Additional fees will apply for any vendor transportation for 
weddings in Gozo. This can range from 50-250 €. 
 
How to Avoid It 
 
For the most part, these fees are unavoidable. However, knowing about them 
in advance can help you budget accordingly. Be sure to ask the church about 
all fees and/or donations required to get married at their facility.  
 
If transportation is needed, look to your wedding planner for support. We 
typically make these arrangements on our clients’ behalf. 
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TIP #4: PHOTOGRAPHY HIDDEN COSTS 
 

 
 
1.​ The cost of copyright 

 
Not all photographers in Malta provide full copyrights to you. Some may even 
watermark the images they give you with their own logo to show that they 
retain copyright ownership. If you want to avoid these markups to your 
wedding photos and own your wedding images outright, you need to ask for 
full legal copyright for every image they take. If they agree, it will come at a 
cost. Some photographers may charge an extra fee for copyrights and to 
have your images delivered on CD. 
 
2. Photographer meals 
 
Many couples don’t realize that their photographer needs to eat at some 
point during the event; particularly if (s)he has been covering the full day. 
 
Some photographers may require that you settle the bill for his/her meal on 
your wedding day and others may add this to the initial agreement, above 
and beyond the cost of the service. 
 
Other photographers may add a clause to the agreement that you are 
obliged to secure a meal for him/her at the same time as other guests are 
served. If your photographer has an assistant, a meal is required for that 
additional person as well.  
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Photographers often work long hours on the wedding day with little or no 
break at all. Thus, when you sit down for dinner, he will probably want to 
take time to eat as well. Since (s)he can't let you out of his/her sight for even 
a minute, (s)he needs to eat at the same time as you in order to avoid 
missing any important moments.  
 
Your caterers need to know about these additional head counts ahead of 
time and you need to budget for it. 
 
How Much It Costs 
 
Full copyrights to your wedding images, if not already included in your 
package price, can range from 5 - 30 € per image.  
 
Meals for the photographer and assistant will cost you 30 - 50 € per person; 
whatever the price per person is for the catering plan you agreed to for the 
rest of the guests at your wedding. 
 
How to Avoid It 
 
If copyrights are not important to you and you don’t mind having 
watermarked images, then you can avoid this cost completely.  
 
Just make sure you understand your usage rights and have them in writing so 
that you know how you are legally allowed to use your wedding images. 
 
As for meal charges, it may be worth it to cover the photographer’s meal. A 
hungry photographer will be distracted, which is the last thing you want. To 
budget accordingly, simply ask your photographer about all of his fees, 
including any meal costs, ahead of time. 
 
We always make it a point to prepare our clients for these charges and help 
them make a decision they can feel good about. We also have good standing 
relationships with the best local photographers, who have a great reputation 
of meeting their clients’ needs without overcharging. 
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TIP #5: ENTERTAINMENT HIDDEN COSTS 
 

 
 
To keep your costs in check, be mindful of some additional fees you may 
incur through your hired entertainment. 
 
1.​ Overtime charges 

 
Musicians and entertainers will typically include a specific number of 
performance hours in their standard package. If, however, on the day of your 
wedding you find that your guests are having such a great time, you may not 
want the celebration to end. In this case, you may decide to have the 
entertainment stay longer and, consequently, you will be charged an hourly 
overtime rate. 
 
For this reason, it is very important to discuss the exact hourly overtime rate 
with your musicians before you sign their agreement so that you don't have 
any unpleasant surprises closer to the wedding day or after you get a bill a 
few days later. 
 
In fact, you should have the overtime rate written into the agreement so 
there can be no changes after the fact. 
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2.​ Equipment transportation 
 

Each musician has equipment that they will need to transport to your venue 
in order to perform at your wedding, such as speakers, instruments, tables, 
etc, and some charge a fee to do it. Not every musician will mention this fee 
during your first interview with them, so make sure you ask if all 
transportation costs are included in the price or if it comes at an extra cost. 
 
3.​ Additional sound system 
 
To ensure good sound quality, your musicians will secure a certain number 
of speakers and amplifiers based on the size of your venue, whether the 
event will take place indoors or outdoors, and the number of guests.  
 
If you change your mind about where your party will take place or increase 
the number of guests, your entertainers may need to add more speakers or 
amplifiers accordingly. If that’s the case, you may see additional charges on 
your bill for these adjustments. 
 
4.​ Canopy for equipment protection  
 
Should you have a larger band for your reception and setup outdoors, 
sometimes bands will require additional canopy to be set in order to protect 
their equipment. . 
 
How Much It Costs 

 
Overtime can range from 50 € - 200 € for one hour of performance, 
depending on the type of entertainment you have hired.  
On average, the price of transportation is 50-100 €. 
Additional amplifiers can range from 50 - 200 €. 
Canopy will cost around 500 €. 
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How to Avoid It 
 
It’s important to ask exactly when overtime charges begin so that you don’t 
incur more fees than you anticipated.  
 
 
Find out how many hours of performance are included and the exact time 
frame covered, so you know when overtime charges will start kicking in. Also, 
make sure that your agreement includes all of these details, including the 
hourly overtime charge, in writing. This way, you can compare your final bill 
to your initial agreement when the time comes. 
 
Ask your entertainer whether they will they take care of transportation or 
whether you will be charged any fees for this. 
 
Find out whether all necessary equipment comes with the price or whether 
you will be charged an additional fee.  
 
Make sure to be very clear with your musicians regarding the number of 
guests, your venue layout and venue location before they send you the 
proposal. Ask about each aspect mentioned above before you make a 
decision about your wedding musicians.  
 
Keep in mind that a good wedding planner can assist you with some of this 
legwork. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 Wed Our Way © 2026 



 
 
 

 
TIP #6: FLOWERS HIDDEN COSTS 

 

 
 
1.​ Collection fee 

 
If your floral arrangements come with additional décor pieces, such as vases, 
lanterns, stand or podiums, then these items will need to be returned to the 
florist after the wedding.  
 
If you wish to delegate this task to your florist, then there will be an extra 
charge for the pick-up service since this is not part of the flower 
arrangements proposal. 
  
How Much It Costs 
 
The pick-up fee will typically be between 50 € - 70 €. 
 
How to Avoid It 
 
If you want to avoid this charge, you can always appoint a family member, 
friend or your wedding planner to take cake of this task for you. This is often 
a task we gladly handle for our clients so they can enjoy their visit worry-free. 
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TIP #7: BEAUTY SERVICES HIDDEN COSTS 
 

 
 
Yes, even getting pampered has its hidden costs that you need to be 
prepared for.  
 
1.​ Travel costs 

 
Most brides who are planning their destination wedding in Malta wish for 
their hairdresser and makeup artist to come to their hotel for the pre 
wedding trial and day-of styling. Since beauticians have to leave their salon, 
travel the distance and take more time out of their day to accommodate an 
offsite beauty visit, they usually increase their pricing to compensate for it.  
 
How Much It Costs 
 
Increased service margins are typically 15 - 20% of the standard styling price. 
 
How to Avoid It 
 
If you want to avoid these additional charges altogether, then you might 
consider having all your styling services done at the salon location.  
 
If, however, you want the convenience of your stylists coming to you, then 
the only thing you can do is be prepared for this extra cost.  
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Ask if there is an extra charge for outside salon service. If they say that there 
is no additional charge, then you still might be paying a higher margin on 
each service, as a built-in percentage, which isn’t disclosed. If you want to 
avoid that scenario, then you can take a slightly different approach and ask 
what their standard prices are for the services you require when done at the 
salon. Then, ask if the price changes if services are performed outside the 
salon. This will give you the true cost. 
 
Another option is to find stylists who specialize only in wedding services, 
mostly for foreign brides in Malta. Usually these beauticians won’t have 
additional fees because they aren’t based in salons and are accustomed to 
working on location.  
 
We always keep a running list on hand of the top independent stylists in 
Malta so we can connect our brides with a talented and fairly priced stylist 
that fits their needs. 
 
Thank you so much for joining me for the entirety of this 
complimentary guide. I’m so thrilled to be able to share my insider secrets 
with you, which I hope will save you hundreds or thousands in unnecessary 
wedding costs so that you can stay on budget and splurge in the areas you 
really care about. 
 
If you’d like to learn about all the other ways I can support you in having your 
wedding your way while still avoiding unnecessary costs and enjoying the 
entire planning process stress-free. ☺ 
 
Wed Our Way Team  
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